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Europe and western culture; therefore Poland should
side with Germany and Austria against the Allies; and
the only conclusion to be drawn must be that the Poles
should give soldiers for the armies of the two kaisers.
Instead of a million recruits, or eight hundred thousand,
he had thirty-five applicants for the sanitary battalion.
Many Germans today say that these proclamations were
a great mistake.
A joke went the rounds of the Poles in Warsaw, A
man rushes up to an acquaintance on the street and de-
mands, "Where is the nearest recruiting station?'*' The
second man answers, "In Tworki!" (an insane asylum
near the city)
The reasons for the Poles' reaction to the proclama-
tion were not far to seek. It did not unite the nation, but
perpetuated the division into three parts. The Germans
and Austrians declared that for the present they must
continue to administer Poland, The frontiers were to be
determined later. Whether independence was real or not
remained to be seen. They asked for Polish soldiers, tak-
ing no steps however to form a Polish government. As
soon as the people could see the situation more clearly,
their burning patriotism showed itself. The answer was
prompt and decisive: Only a Polish government can
summon Poles to arms.
The Central Powers were holding out only a prospect
of independence. There was some vague talk that Rus-
sian Poland might be made a constitutional monarchy,
but Germany and Austria could not agree to which of
them it should be attached. All discussion of details was
shelved—till the end of the war or later.
The Central Powers still hoped for Polish soldiers
and created a temporary Council of State, a sop to Cer-
berus, as it gave the Poles only a few of the instruments
of government, a part of the administration of the state,
with its authority constantly limited by the military gov-

